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EQUAL CITIZENS 
People with intellectual disabilities and autism are equal citizens. 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

 “that: […] persons with disabilities have access to a 
range of in-home, residential and other community 
support services, including personal assistance 
necessary to support living and inclusion...”

The opportunities people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families need to access are clear:

•

•

•

•

changing needs of older

People with intellectual disabilities and 
their families are struggling to access 
essential services: 

•  

•

•

•

• needs
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To meet its obligations to uphold the rights of people with disabilities to participate in life’s opportunities as 

resourcing programme in Budget 2024.  

Budget 2023 did not address the urgent and critical needs of people with Intellectual disabilities: 

• unmet need 2,300 places

•
• 1500 individuals living with over the age of 70 450 over 80 years

•
emergency need for 315 

• only 43
emergency residential places
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SUSTAINABILITY of SERVICES 

We are calling on Government to safeguard the sustainable future of disability services in Budget 2024: 

•

•

•

•

WHAT is NEEDED to UPHOLD 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS?  

•

• Disability 
Capacity Review Action Plan

•

•

Time to Move on From 
Congregated Settings
correctly rejected congregated, institutional settings 

supporting people with intellectual 
disabilities to access their rights as equal citizens to live 

life in the community

the 
State has not resourced new, planned residential 
supports

Instead, the responsibility for support has been left 
with elderly family carers. People with intellectual 
disabilities are left with no choice or control in 
planning where and with whom they will live.  

 
This is traumatic, expensive  worst 
outcomes for the person and the State

over 1500 
people with intellectual disabilities were living 
with family carers over the age of 70
450 of whom were over 80 years old

However, Budget 2023 provided just 43 places 
to address emergency needs, in spite of the many 
hundreds needing planned access to residential 
support.

People with intellectual disabilities have told 
us that they ‘feel forgotten’; families feel 

‘abandoned, unheard and lost’


